Junior A Football Championship 2014 Round 1
Ballyvaughan 1:11 
Kilrush 1:02
Hennessey Memorial Park Miltown Malbay 03-08-2014

Referee
Barry Kelly--------------St Joseph’s Miltown Malbay

Doonbeg lead proceedings on the group three table of the Junior A Football Championship table for 2014 with an impressive 4:09 to 2:04 victory over Killmihil which are Ballyvaughan’s next opponents in round 2, but for now a victory over Kilrush Shamrock’s in round 1 will be discussed and dissected as the two points were secured but for long spells especially during the first half where the Shams bossed the game playing with the wind.

Starting with the wind behind them, Kilrush opened the scoring in the 3rd minute with a pointed 21 m free from David  O’Shea as he was fouled en route to goal at the town end, Adrian Nilan automatically replied with a pointed free of his own after he was fouled himself. James Hynes scored from play on 5 minutes with a great individual solo run effort to make it 2 to 1.

Disaster struck as Kilrush fisted a goal as the rampaged through a porous Ballyvaughan defence, the Kilrush centre forward Cathal Carrig was credited with this, yet again Adrian Nilan came to the rescue with his second pointed free to keep us in touch, David O’Shea again kept the Kilrush scoreboard side of things on the up with his second pointed free but Adrian Nilan had the last say of the half kicking his third and Ballyvaughan’s fourth to leave the half time score Kilrush 1:02 Ballyvaughan 0:04

Hope came for the second half in the form of an attacking platform from midfield inwards when Raymond Casey was introduced as a sub returning from a leg injury for William McGann who had to retire due to the same issue, 30 minutes were to come which flourished that Ballyvaughan might be title contenders as they blitz Kilrush scoring 1:07 without reply keeping them scoreless in the process and scoring all from play, once Adrian Nilan kicked a point from play in the 37 minute to draw level 

Kevin Carrucan kicked the lead point immediately afterwards Ballyvaughan then mounted a challenge which had the ultimate effect of almost suffocating an uninspiring Kilrush rebound attack and subjecting their backs and forwards to continuous pressure. Kilrush were only limited to only occasional raids and while the likes of David O’Shea and James Hehir at midfield won some good ball and delivered it to the forwards there was no cohesion in attack and results did not prove positive on the score board as poor finishing let them down but they battled on bravely and gamely and may be the final score was a little bit flattering for Ballyvaughan.

Ballyvaughan never relaxed their grip, always dangerous in breaks from the half back line, Sean McNamara the most dangerous here scoring two points from play in the process, fitness and resolve and most tellingly of all the confidence to sustain there effort. Loosing eight players to senior the week before did not help the Kilrush cause.

Ballyvaughan:

Damien McNamara, John Mooney-Hynes, Damien Martyn, Mark O’Loughlin,

John Linnane, Kieran Casey, Sean McNamara, (0:02), James Hynes (0:01) and Kevin Carrucan, (0:01) Ronan Fahy, Diarmuid Greene, (1:00) Phelim Kyne, (0:01) William McGann, Adrian Nilan, (0:04) and Donnacha Mahon.

Subs:

Raymond Casey (0:01) for McGann, Half Time.

Lorcan Mahon for Ronan Fahy (43m) 

James Howard (0:01) for Kevin Carrucan (51m)

Stevie Hynes for Donnacha Mahon (55m)

Martin Howard for Phelim Kyne (59m)

Kilrush:

Michael Shannon, Anthony Lillis, Shane Carey, Michael Murray, Con Prenderville, Donal Madigan, Killian Glynn, David O’Shea (0:02)  and James Hehir, Brendan Lillis, Cathal Carrig, (1:00) Graham Copley, Davy Downes, Daniel Ryan and Joe Carmody.

Subs:

John Keane and Paul Cahill

Referee 

Barry Kelly ----------------   St Joseph’s Miltown Malbay.

